

Gardening at the Bethel Inn, ca. 1940. L-R: Margaret Joy 
Tibbetts, Frederick McMillin and Mary Tibbetts (Freeman ). 


OLD-TIME GARDENS AND 
SOME BETHEL GARDENERS 
by Mary Tibbetts Freeman 

EDITOR’S NOTE: Tins paper was presented at the May 1, 
1975 Bethel Historical Society meeting and has been slightly 
edited for inclusion in this issue. 

The first gardens in the New World of which there is record 
were planted in what is now the State of Maine. The English 
explorer James Rosier in “A True Relation of the Most 
Prosperous Voyage Made This Present Year 1605 by Captain 
George Waymouth,” describes Monhegan Island as “woody, 
grown with firre, birch, and Oke and Beach, as far as we saw 
along the shore ... on the verge grow gooseberries, straw- 
berries, wild pease and wild rosebushes." And they also 
gardened: “Wednesday, the 22 of May, we . . . sowed pease and 
barley which in sixteen days grew eight inches above ground.” 
Also early in the 17th century Samuel de Champlain established 
a settlement on an island in the St. Croix River and in the 
account of his voyages published in 161 9 included not only a 
description of the settlement but a picture of it. In this picture 
garden beds are clearly shown for the several houses where, 
"■* cording to Champlain’s account, were grown “sallets” and 
..her vegetables to feed the settlers. These “sallets” so 
frequently mentioned in accounts of early gardens consisted of 
lettuce, sorrel, and other greens which were cooked and eaten 
with a dressing of oil and vinegar. 

( continued on page 6 ) 


SOCIETY PUBLISHES CEMETERY BOOK 

The Society has published a book on Bethel cemeteries, 
recording inscriptions on gravestones from the earliest days 
through 1 988. A project of more than a year in the making, the 
data for this volume has been painstakingly compiled by 
Mildred Jackson and Agnes Haines and features an interpretive 
overview by Society Director Stanley R. Howe. The 125 page 
paperback was printed by Smith and Town Printers of Berlin, 
NH on acid-free paper and contains an alphabetical listing of all 
known graves in Bethel’s fifteen public and private burial 
grounds. Priced at S9 50 (plus S.48 Maine sales tax and SI. 50 
for shipping) the book can be ordered by calling the Society 
office at ( 207 ) 824-2908 or writing the Society at P.O. Box 1 2, 
Bethel, Maine 04217. 

SOCIETY MEMBERSHIP FOR 1989 
(as of May 1 , 1989 ) 

HONORARY 

Maxine Brown, Bethel; Elizabeth M. Carter, West Bethel; 
Floribel B. Haines, Bethel; Ralph Hall, Bethel; Ranald Stevens, 
Bethel; Sarah Stevens, Bethel; Edmond J. Vachon, Bethel; Sudie 
Vachon, Bethel; Edna B. York, Bethel 

CORPORATE BUSINESS 

Bethel Furniture Stock, Inc., Bethel; Bethel Inn & Country’ 
Club, Bethel; Bethel Savings Bank, Bethel; Bethel Spa Motel & 
Shops, Bethel; Boise Cascade, Portland; Contel of Maine, 
Damariscotta; Goodwin’s Inc., Norway; Ralph Merrill Plumbing 
& Heating, Bethel; Prims Rexall Pharmacy, Bethel; Ross Joly 
Realty, Inc., Bethel; Shearwater Design, Bethel; Sunday River Ski 
Resort, Bethel; Western Maine Supply, Bethel; The Williams Co. 
d/b/a Gillies Realty, Bethel 

BENEFACTOR 

Donald G. Bennett, Bethel; Katherine L. Bennett, Bethel; 
Gwyneth Bohr, Bethel; Kenneth Bohr, Bethel; Helen Kraul, 
Portland; Karl Kraul, Portland; Helen Morton, Bethel; Christine 
Otten, Bethel; Leslie Otten, Bethel; Richard H. Penley, Bethel; 
Wendy E. Penley, Bethel; Margaret Joy Tibbetts, Bethel 

LIFE 

Consuelo Z. Alger, Honolulu, HI; Laurel Atkinson, Norway; 
Charles M. Austin, Orlando, FL; John Ballentine, Somersworth, 
NH; Arthur E. Barker, Stafford Springs, CT; Jean Barker, Delray 
Beach, FL; Alvin Barth, Bethel; Laurence E. Bartlett, Bethel; Otis 
J. Bartlett, Berlin, NH; William P. Bartlett, Dovcr-Foxcroft; 
Kathleen Spaulding Bean, Bryant Pond; Tamara Mills Billings, 
Bryant Pond; Jeanne T. Bletzer, Woodstock, VT; Garret D. 
Bonnema, Bethel; Melody D. Bonnema, Bethel; Florine E. 
Bowden, Bethel; Dorothy F. Brinck, South Paris; Carolyn 
Brooks, Bethel; Dale S. Brouse, Frazier Park, CA; Arlene G. 
Brown, Bethel; Donald Brown, Bethel; Julia Brown, Bethel; 
Richard Bryant, Bethel; Beatrice Burris, Bethel; Ralph Burris, 
Bethel; Catherine L. Bush, Belmont, MA; Dr. Richard D. Bush, 
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( 1988 Endowment Contributors, continued from page 1 ) 

Belmont, MA; Donald W. Calderwood, Mesa, A Z; Mary S. 
Calderwood, Mesa, AZ; Ann B. Carlson, Friendship; Judith A. 
Carroll, Gorham, NH; Lee F. Carroll, Gorham, NH; Earlene 
Chadbourne, Saco; Kay Chadbourne, Bethel; Maty S. Chad- 
bourne, Bethel; Philip H. Chadbourne, Bethel; Theodore S. 
Chadbourne, Saco; Maty Champe, Rumford Center; Lynda FI. 
Chandler, Bethel; Stephen C. Chandler, Bethel; Alonzo F. 
Chapman, San Antonio, FL; Daphne A. Chapman, Peabody, MA; 
Donald M. Christie, Gray; Dorothy Christie, Gray; Norman G. 
Clanton, Bethel; Sylvia Clanton, Bethel; Edith Robertson Cle- 
mens, Cuyahoga Falls, OH; Fillmore Clough, Bethel; Shirley 
Clough, Bethel; Isabel T. Coburn, New Harbor; Howard Cole, 
Bethel; Maty Lou Cole, Norwood, MA; Virginia Cole, Bethel; 
Eleanor B. Conary, Bethel; Wilfred G. Conary, Bethel; Bruce 
Connor, Chelmsford, MA; Gayle Connor, Chelmsford, MA; Eva 
N. Conroy, Auburn; Rupert D. Conroy, Auburn; John W. 
Conzelman, Palm Springs, CA; Inez C. Conzelman, Palm 
Springs, CA; Margaret Cousins, Bethel; William Cousins, Bethel; 
Robert A. Crane, Bethel; Suzanne Crane, Bethel; Margaret 
Davis, Bethel; Helene Decker, Oxford; Patricia C. Dooen, 
Bethel; Barbara Douglass, Bethel; Dana C. Douglass, Jr., Bethel; 
Frances Lane Dunn, North Edgecomb; Hugh S. Durgin, Bethel; 
Mariann M. Durgin, Bethel; Katheryn M. Eames, Cape Elizabeth; 
Donald Eddy, Bethel; Edith Eddy, Bethel; Sylvia Ellis, Andover; 
Lucretia B. Evans, Bronx, NY; Anita Ferrand, Bethel; Thomas J. 
Ford, Bethel; Wendy T. Ford, Bethel; Allan Fraser, Bethel; Doris 
Fraser, Bethel; Barbara Freeman, Portland; Gordon M. Gillies, 
Bethel; Maty C. Gillies, Bethel; Phillippa Glines, Bethel; Roland 
Glines, Bethel; Lillian H. Grant, Gorham; Robert L. Greenleaf, 
Scituate, RI; John T. Grover, Searsport; Agnes H. Haines, Bethel; 
Marion F. Hall, Bethel; Maty Lee Harris, New London, NH; 
Annie Hastings, Bethel; Faye Hastings, West Paris; Florence 
Hastings, Bethel; Robert D. Hastings, Bethel; Carolyn Hatch, 
Bethel; Walter Hatch, Bethel; Bruce W. Hazelton, Cumberland 
Center; Fumiko Head, Bethel; John Head, Bethel; Olive Head, 
West Bethel; Charles H. Heino, Boothbay; Reona B. Heino, 
Boothbay Harbor; Clifford Hillier, Bethel; Dorothea Hitzrot, 
Bethel; Ernest Holt, Bethel; Jane Hosterman, West Bethel; 
Richard Hosterman, West Bethel; Geraldine S. Howe, Bethel; 
John W. Howe, Vancouver, BC; Rodney K. Howe, Bethel; 
Stanley Howe, Bethel; William W. Howe, Rockville, MD; 
Margaret H. Humphrey, Portland; Gertrude Hutchins, Bethel; 
HarlanJ. Hutchins, Bethel; James E. Hutchins, Bethel; Norma R. 
Jodrey, Bethel; Charlotte K. Johnson, Westford, MA; Dorothy 
Jones, Portland; Helen Varner Judkins, Dixfield; Paul A. Judkins, 
Dixfield; Alice Keddy, Gorham; Eunice Keddy, Plainsville, MA; 
Ronald H. Keddy, Plainsville, MA; Royden A. Keddy, Gorham; 
Rebecca Kendall, West Bethel; Robert Keniston, Bethel; Vir- 
ginia Keniston, Bethel; Alden Kennett, Bethel; Amy E. Kennett, 
Bethel; Edward A. Kennett, Bethel; Mabel Kennett, Bethel; Dr. 
Lawrence D. Kimball, Jr., Newburyport, MA; John King, Lake- 
land, FL; Margaret King, Lakeland, FL; Roberta Kirmse, Walling- 
ford, CT; James D. Konkel, Portland; Barbara L. Kuzyk, Bethel; 
Harry Kuzyk, Bethel; Daisy LeClair, Bethel; E. Louise Lincoln, 
Bethel; Martha Long, Kingston, NH; Elizabeth Lord, Bethel; 


EDITOR’S CORNER 

Several alert readers brought to my attention an error 
in the Fall 1988 issue of the COURIER in Margaret Joy 
Tibbetts’ article on Grafton. The “Horseshoe” was on the 
Newry side of Screw Auger Falls, not beyond it as stated in 
the article. According to Roger and Amy Hanscom, it was 
buried when Route 26 was widened in the early 1980s. 

SRH 


Arlene D. Lowell, Bethel; Hugh H. Lynch, Bethel; Robert B. 
Marshall, Palmetto, FL; Martha D. Martin, Harrison; Dr. Rex T. 
Martin, Harrison; Fr. Don L. McAllister, Norway; Frederick 
McMillin, Bethel; Mina McMillin, Bethel; Pearline McMillin, 
Bethel; Marguerite McNally, Hampden; E. Lee Mills, Locke 
Mills; Eva Mills, Bryant Pond; Jeffrey N. Mills, Bethel; Maty 
Mills, Locke Mills; Timothy Mills, South Paris; Marilyn , 
Mollicone, Augusta; Nina R. Mollicone, Bethel; James L. Mona- 
han, Bethel; Josephine G. Monahan, Bethel; Marcia E. Moss, 
Concord, MA; George H. Noll, Bethel; Leslie A. Noyes, Bethel; 
Margaret Herrick Oakes, Augusta; Elizabeth B. Overton, Brook- 
lin; Eleanor V. Parsons, Bethel; Harry' E. Parsons, Bethel; Jane 
Champe Payne, Hanover; Dr. John Payne, Hanover; Ernest H. 
Perkins, Bethel; Lillian E. Perkins, Bethel; Crawford F. Perry, 
Bethel; Thcrcse C. Perry', Bethel; Persis Post, Bethel; Jeanette S. 
Potsaid, Hanover, MA; Betty Prescott, Bangor; Anthony L. 
Pugliese, Bethel; Eleanor L. Pugliese, Bethel; Edward M. Quinn, 
Norway; Marguerite Quinn, Norway; Kenneth H. Ramage, 
Bethel; Sarah B. Ramage, Bethel; Richard D. Rasor, Bethel; 
Roger E. Robertson, Northridge, CA; Emily Saunders, Gardiner; 
Dorothy G. Schmidt, Augusta; Stephen T. Seames, Portland; 
Charles N. Seashore, Bethel; Edith W. Seashore, Bethel Basil 
Seguin, Bryant Pond; Roy Silver, Bryant Pond; Roxanne Twit- 
ched Sly, Brooklin; Dorothy K. Small, Biddeford; Arthur F.. 
Smith, Bethel; Betty Ann Smith, Bethel; Charles Smith, Harrison; 
Mary Anne Smith, Harrison; Elizabeth Stedman, Ottawa, Ont.; 
Robert Stedman, Ottawa, Ont.; Joanne P. Stewart, Kalamazoo, 
MI; Harriet S. Stowell, West Bethel; Michael S. Stowed, Lovetts- 
ville, VA; Amy Penner Stroud, Victor, MT; Jane C. Sullivan, 
Portland; G. Dewey Thayer, Bethel; Verna Thayer, Bethel; 
William M. Throop, Jr., New York, NY; Cheri F. Thurston, 
Bethel; Constance P. Thurston, Bethel; David Thurston, Bethel; 
Murray W. Thurston, Bethel; Hope Tibbetts, Bethel; Dr. John 
W. Trinward, East Waterford; Margaret G. Trinward, Ea^v 
Waterford; Doris Valentine, Bethel; Richard C. Valentin^ 
Bethel; Richard Verville, Westborough, MA; Ruth Verville, 
Westborough, MA; Frank Vogt, Bethel; Janet Vogt, Bethel; 
Martha Von Zintl, Bethel; Nancy Coe Wells, Upper Montclair, 
NJ; Erland S. Wentzell, West Baldwin; Margaret Wentzell, West 
Baldwin; Elizabeth Whiteman, Wellow Grove, PA; Nancy 
Whittier, Falmouth; Walter Whittier, Falmouth; Daniel Wight, 
Rumford; Rosalie Wight, Rumford; Ruth W. Wight, Bethel; 
Sylvia Wight, Newry; Willard Wight, Newry; Priscilla C. Wiley, 
Katonah, NY; Barbara Willey, Portsmouth, NH; Eleanor L 
Wilson, Bryant Pond; James W. Yarned, Newry; Joy H. Yarned, 
Newry; John W. York, Lilburn, GA 

PATRON 

John Baycrlein, Bethel; Maty Beth Bayerlein, Bethel; Dana F. 
Bresnahan, Pasadena, CA; Mary Anne Bresnahan, Pasadena, CA; 
Guy Butler, Millinockett; Nancy Butler, Millinockett; Marta M. 
Clough, Bethel; William P. Clough, III, Bethel; Evelyn R. Collins, 
Cumberland, PA; John B. Fox, Jr., Andover; Julia G. Fox, 
Andover; David C. Gerrish, Sr., Marshall, VA; Jean P. Gerrish, 
Marshall, VA; Robert W. Goodwin, Norway'; Rev'. Clifford Laws, 
Kittety Point; Elizabeth Laws, Kittery Point; John Mahon, 
Bethel; Sandra Mahon, Bethel; John McMillin, Augusta; Mer- 
rilee McMillin, Augusta; Martha M. Murphy, South Portland; 
John Kenneth Shorb, Bethel; Dexter M. Stowed, Bethel; Janet 
Stowed, Bethel; Janet Todd, Bethel; John Todd, Bethel; Myrtle 
P. Tucker, Dover, MA; Margaret K. Wight, Bethel; Stephen W. 
Wight, Bethel; Douglas Zinchuk, Bethel; Robin Zinchuk, BethfJ-*, 

CONTRIBUTING 

Nancy S. Adams, Simsbury', CT; Robert J. F. Albota, Ottawa, Ont.; 
Carolyn S. Austin, Bennington, VT; J. Maynard Austin, Benning- 
ton, VT; Albert B. Bartlett, Fresno, CA; Elizabeth H. Bartlett, 
Fresno, CA; Frances K. Bernier, Bethel; Lewis Bissell, Jackson, 


- 2 - 




NH; Priscilla E. Bissell, Jackson, NH; Lillian Kelly Bomhoff, 
Bangor, PA; Dorothy Brown, Somersworth, NH; Karen Brown, 
Mohr, Portland; Suzanne Carlson, Santa Rosa, CA; Elsie Clark 
Carpenter, Winchester, MA; Russell L. Carpenter, Winchester, 
MA; Albert S. Chapman, Harbert, MI; CDR Charles F. Clark, Jr., 
/^*Hiram; Geraldine C. Clark, Hiram; Carolyn M. Colby, Bethel; 
Barbara C. Crocker, Riverside, RI; Roland Crocker, Riverside, 
RI; Stuart Crocker, Prince Rupert, BC; Joanne Crounse, Dan- 
vers, MA; Eve Crumpton, Oxford; John R. Crumpton, Jr., 
Oxford; Joan P. Detter, Santa Fe., NM; Sharon Dooley, Concord, 
CA; Carole Duplessis, Bethel; Richard Duplessis, Bethel; Flo- 
rence S. Dyer, Milford, NH; William L. Dyer, Milford, NH; D. L. 
Emblen, Santa Rosa, CA; Margaret E. Farnum, Gorham; Jayne 
Fife, Tucson, AZ; Gordon Fish, St. Johnsbury, VT; Charles B. 
Fobes, Portland; Marguerite B. Graham, Bethel; William L. 
Graham, Bethel; Paul C. Gray, South Windsor, CT; Florence B. 
Hathaway, Needham, MA; Lorrie Hoeh, Bethel; Richard E. 
Holland, York; Barbara Honkala, Kilmarnock, VA; Gabrielle M. 
Howe, Rockville, MD; Jeffrey G. Howe, Boise, ID; Joan Howe, 
Ashton, Ont.; William H. Howe, Ashton, Ont.; Barbara Jackson, 
North Easton, MA; Arlan R. Jodrey, Bethel; Eleanor L. Jodrey, 
Bethel; Barbara Lapham, Hanover; Dale Lapham, Hanover; Scott 
E. Lary, Bangor; Vena G. Lary, Bangor; Edith M. Lawrence, 
Portland; Harold M. Lawrence, Portland; Robin Lee, Bethel; 
Barbara Lucas, Bethel; Jane B. Luthe, Portland; H. Merrill Luthe, 
Portland; H. Paul McGuire, Bethel; Joann C. Mooney, London, 
Eng.; Alice L. Mundt, Worcester, MA; David W. Murphy, Bethel; 
Nancy' B. Murphy, Bethel; Cathy Newell, Bethel; Evelyn M. 
Nickerson, Bethel; Herbert E. Nickerson, Bethel; Lucy Nordahl, 
Lexington, MA; John Nordahl, Lexington, MA; Edward L. 
Northway, Lakewood, CO; Florence Northway, Lakewood, CO; 
Robert Olpp, Chatham, NJ; Guy Parker, Jr., Milford, CT; Marilyn 
Parker, Milford, CT; Frances W. Peabody, Portland; Helen C. 
^^hilbrook, Augusta; Nancy' Pike, Union; Betsy C. Raymond, 
Bethel; Charles F. Raymond, Bethel; Phyllis Roberts, Rumford 
Center; Adelaide Robinson, Yarmouthport, MA; David H. 
Robinson, Yarmouthport, MA; Sally T. Rollinson, Bethel; Ellen 
R. Russell, Westwood, MA; Robert B. Russell, Westwood, MA; 
Eric Schwarz, Bethel; Lucia Schwarz, Bethel; Sylvia S. Sebelist, 
Waterford; Dorothy Shirley, Bethel; Noyes Shirley, Bethel; 
Clifford Smith, Hyde Park, NY; Joan Smith, Hyde Park, NY; 
Robert T. Tewksbury', Kerrville, TX; Louis Thibodeau, Rum- 
ford; Don F. Tobin, Bandera, TX; Peggy’ Tobin, Bandera, TX; H. 
Constance Vautour, West Bethel; Donald Vautour, West Bethel; 
Thomas Vautour, West Bethel; James A. Walker, Crestview FL; 
Joy'ce Wanger, Rumford; Gavin Watson, East Sullivan; Paula 
Wight, Cumberland; Lucia V. Wilson, Gorham, NH; Robert O. 
Wilson, Gorham, NH 

SUSTAINING 

Barbara Rich Adams, Lancaster, NH; Herbert Adams, Portland; 
Brenda Y. Allen, Weston, MA; James Anderson, Newry; Marjorie 
Anderson, Owls Head, Peter G. Anderson, Bethel; Richard 
Angevine, Bethel; Sue Angevine, Bethel; Monique Aniel, Rum- 
ford; Kathy Bailey, Highlands, CA; Mary 7 Bakeman, Roseville, 
MN; Charles E. Bamberg, Bethel; Bradley R. Barker, Bethel; 
Danny H. Barker, E. Stoneham; Debby Barker, Bethel; Judith J. 
Barker, Bethel; N. T. Bartholomaei, LaGrangeville, NY; Dorothy 
Bartlett, Bethel; Suzanne S. Bartlett, Bethel; Randall H. Bennett, 
Bethel; Francine Lake Bergman, Key Colony Beach, FL; Charles 
Blake, Bethel; Patricia Blake, Bethel; Reba H. Bloom, Clinton, 
John Boschetti, Bethel; Lynn M. Boschetti, Bethel; Rev. 
laymond Bradley, Jr., Riverside, RI; Sally B. Bradley, Riverside, 
RI; Larry' Brent, Springfield, MO; Mary' Brent, Springfield, MO; 
Donald E. Brooks, Bethel; Eleanor Brooks, Bethel; Jeri Brooks, 
Bethel; Barbara D. Brown, Bethel; Bernice E. Brown, Rumford 

( continued on page 4 ) 


PRESIDENT'S COLUMN 

On a beautiful Sunday afternoon the Society celebrated 
the 200th anniversary of the birth of Dr. Moses Mason. As 
I sat comfortably in the meeting room listening to Stan 
Howe’s interesting overview of the high points in Dr. 
Mason’s life, I began to wonder if the “good doctor” 
would have approved of all the attention which we have 
directed toward his life and career. 

It did not take me very long to conclude that Moses 
Mason would have been very well satisfied with most of 
the way's in which his name has been remembered. This is 
so for a variety of reasons. Even practical Yankees have 
enough human vanity' to enjoy seeing their names in print 
now and then. Dr. Mason certainly has had his share of 
public recognition since his house was opened to the 
public in 1974. I’m sure that he would also be pleased to 
know that his property as well as his good name have 
been preserved and even enhanced. 

But I think that this “patriarch”, as Director Howe 
referred to Dr. Mason, would have been most satisfied to 
know that the type of leadership he exemplified so well is 
still revered in Bethel generations after his death. This 
intangible quality of leadership and civic responsibility is 
the cornerstone of civilization. It is fitting that we 
commemorate the life and career of one of Bethel’s most 
important citizens because when we do so we focus 
attention on that which is essential to any human 
community, namely the wise guidance of bom leaders. 


Marvin Ouwinga 



Arlene Lowell 

MEMBER PROFILE 
Arlene D. Lowell 


Arlene D. Lowell was born in Bethel, the daughter of Wilbur 
and Ruby Davis. She graduated from Gould Academy in 1944 
and married I.loyd Lowell in 1945. She has two grown children 
and was active with her husband in his business ventures. 
Currently, she is also a volunteer at Telstar Regional High 
School. 

A life member of the Society 7 , she is very 7 active as a volunteer 
on the Garden and Grounds Committee during the summer 
months and the remainder of the year in the Society’s office and 
research room. She has also assisted at Society meetings and 
operated the Society 7 gift shop. 

Her hobbies include cross country 7 skiing and crafts. She is a 
member of the West Bethel Union Church. 
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SOCIETY SALES DEPARTMENT 

The Society maintains a selection of modestly priced gifts 
and historical publications. These may be ordered at the prices 
listed below. Maine residents should include 5% sales tax. 
Orders under $10 should include SI for postage and handling; 
those over S10 but under S20 should include S2 and all those 
over S20 should include S3 for postage and handling. 

Moses Mason House Tile $3 50 

Stationery (package of ten sheets and ten envelopes) S2 ea. 


Moses Mason House 
Summer House 
Bethel Railroad Station 
Bethel Covered Bridge 
Booklets 

“Bethel’s Broad Street" 75^ 

“The Family Farm” 75 c 

“Made in Bethel" 75 c 

“Dr. Moses Mason and His House” SI 

“Molly Ockett” S2 

Maps and Atlases 

1880 Map of Bethel Hill S2 

1 880 Map of Entire Town ( Bethel ) S2 

1 878 Bird’s Eye View of Bethel Hill SI 

1858 Atlas of Oxford County S6.50 

Tote Bag (Moses Mason Museum logo) S7.50 

Placemats, 4 Season (set of four) S7.50 

Special Editions 

Bethel Citizen ( 1974) SI 

Indian Raid ’81 SI 

Books 

Russell, INDIAN NEW ENGLAND BEFORE THE MAY- 
FLOWER SI 1.95 


William B. Lapham, HISTORY OF WOODSTOCK, MAINE 

SI 9.95 

B. G. Willey, INCIDENTS IN WHITE MOUNTAIN HISTORY 


S25 

Maxim & Lapham, HISTORY OF PARIS S55 

Holt, GRAND TRUNK LINES OF NEW ENGLAND S24.95 
D. B. Wight, WILD RIVER WILDERNESS S4 

Francis Parkman, THE GOULD ACADEMY STORY S7.50 
MAINE IN THE EARLY REPUBLIC S29.95 

BETHEL HISTORICAL SOCIETY COOKBOOK S5 


Thomas Hubka, BIG HOUSE, LITTLE HOUSE, BACK HOUSE 
BARN: THE CONNECTED FARM BUILDINGS OF NEW 
ENGLAND Paper SI 9.95. Cloth S29.95 
William B. Lapham, HISTORY OF NORWAY, MAINE S55 


M. F. King, ANNALS OF OXFORD S48 

Jean Lipman, RUFUS PORTER REDISCOVERED SI 4.95 

A TRUTHFUL LIKENESS: CHESTER HARDING AND HIS 
PORTRAITS S25 

Paula Wight, NEWRY PROFILES S5 

Eva Bean, EAST BETHEL ROAD S50 

R. H. Bennett, OXFORD COUNTY, MAINE S18 

William B. Lapham, HISTORY OF BETHEL, 1768-1890 S45 
F. W. Kilbourne, CHRONICLES OF THE WHITE 
MOUNTAINS S20 

T-Shirts 

Moses Mason Museum (Adult) (S,M,L,XL) S7 

Moses Mason Museum (Child’s) (4-6-8-10-12-14) S6 

Sudbury 7 Canada 1768-1796 (Adult) (S,M,I.,XL) S7 

Sudbury Canada 1 768- 1 796 ( Child’s ) ( 4-6-8- 10-12-14) S6 
Post Cards: Dr. Mason, Agnes Mason, 

Moses Mason House 1 (X ea. 

Bethel Historical Society Calendar, 1 989 S6 


Members of the Bethel Historical Society are entitled to a 
10% discount for purchases totaling S 10 or more. Please send 
orders to the Society at P.O. Box 1 2, Bethel, Maine 04217. They 
will be sent by 7 return mail. 


Center; Doris Brown, Bethel; Geneva H. Brown, Norway; 
Leland Brown, Bethel; Martha Brown, Bethel; Merton Brown, 
Bethel; Ida C. Bryant, Bangor; Grace F. Buck, West Paris; Alan S. 
Burgess, Trevett; Judy Burgess, Trevett; Lois Burgess, Bethel; 
Sumner Burgess, Bethel; Natalie Butler, Farmington; Norm 
Buttrick, Freeport; Stewart Byron, Madison, CT; Carolyn Cam p-_ 
bell, Bethel; Thomas Carter, Bethel; Rosalind Chapman, Bethi 
Deborah Howe Christionson, Richmond, BC; C. N. Clark, 
DeBary, FI.; Greta Gould Clifford, Cape Elizabeth; Ruth Mary 
Close, Mercer Island, WA; Mary 7 Clyne, Mohawk, NY; Ellen 
Coffin, Norway; Ben B. Conant, South Paris; Roger Conant, 
Bethel; Helen Connolly, Port Ludlow, WA; Anita Cook, South 
Paris; Judith A. Coolidge, Bethel; Victor L. Coolidge, Bethel; 
Carole Crandall, Bethel; Kurt Crandall, Lewiston; Richard 
Crandall, Bethel: Brian Dalton, Dighton, MA; Rhonda Dalton, 
Dighton, MA; Elsie Davis, Bethel; Linda Davis, Bethel; Theor- 
dore R. Davis, Jr., Bethel; G. Burton Davy, East Braintree, MA; 
Francis J. Devine, South Portland; Ruth E. Dobson, Hopkinton, 
NH; Gretchen M. Dock, Newton, MA; James Dock, Foster City, 
CA; Nancy 7 H. Dock, Chula Vista, CA; Roger L. Dock, Glaston- 
bury 7 , CT; Dr. Stephen Dock, Greenville, NC; Regina E. Domb- 
kowski, Arlington, MA; Gayiand Dooen, Bethel; Mary 7 Dooen, 
Bethel; E. Marie Dudley, Alexander; John H. Dudley, Alexander; 
Burton A. Emerson; Falls Church, VA; Natalie C. Fain, Bethel; 
Richard A. Fain, Bethel; Jesse Fairbanks, Bethel; Mervin Fair- 
banks, Bethel; Edna E. Fallon, Bethel; Olive G. Ferguson, Exeter, 
NH; Frank I.. Flint, Fairfield, CT; Suzan K. Flint, Fairfield, CT; 
Dorothy H. Fortier, Falmouth; Marion M. Foskett, St. Peters- 
burg, FL; Orlando Fraser, Vidalia, GA; Richard Fraser, East 
Poland; John Gagon, Haverhill, MA; Edmund T. Garland, 
Tazenwell, VA; Shirley A. Garland, Center Conway, NH; Marian 
P. Gates, Ann Arbor, MI; Abigail T. Gerhard, Milford, CT; Paul R. 
Given, New Gloucester; Jonathan Goldberg, Bethel; Stephen 
W. Gray, Ithaca, NY; Marjorie Greer, Yreka, CA; Charles Haine^^ 
Bethel; Charlene Haines, Bethel; Fred Haines, Jr., Betht 
George Haines, Bethel; John Haines, Bryant Pond; Mary Lee 
Haines, Bethel; Nancy Haines, Bryant Pond; Peter T. Haines, 
Bethel; Christine Hapgood, Uncasville, CT; Frances Harding, 
Bry ant Pond; Richard Harding, Sr., Bryant Pond; Cathy H. Hart, 
Bangor; Dr. John Hart, Bangor; Judith E. Haskell, Bethel; Fred 
Hayden, Mexico; Bernice Hodgdon, Norway; Rose A. Holo- 
dynsky, Norway, Virginia Hood, Largo, FL; Christopher J. Hovey, 
Farmingdale; Alfred F. Howard, Augusta; Virginia Howard, 
Bethel; Allan R. Howe, Bethel; Andrea Howe, Bethel; Clarence 
W. Howe, Bethel; Diane S. Howe, Bethel; Joan Howe, Bethel; 
John G. Howe, Severn, MD; John P. Howe, Rockport, MA; 
Sandra G. Howe, Severn, MD; Sue Howe, Bethel; Tanya Howe, 
Severn, MD; Dr. James T. Hudson, Bethel; Patricia Hudson, 
Bethel; Marita Hunton, Norway; Lee Hutchins, Bethel; Virginia 
Hutchins, Bethel; Diane Jones, Fryeburg; Frances E. Jordan, 
Poland; Theresa C. Judson, Thomaston; William H. Judson, 
Thomaston; Larry J. Kelly, Berlin, NH; Eugene L. Kelly, Jr., 
Bethel; Virginia M. Kelly, Bethel; Earlon Kcniston, Bethel; Mary 
Keniston, Bethel; Susan Kettinger, Salem, NH; Janis Kibbe, 
Bethel; Carroll Kimball, Fredericton, NB, Evaline Kimball, 
Bethel; Gerald M. Kimball, Gray; Gordon Kimball, Sr., Gray; 
Andrew L. Labresque, Alcove, PQ; Earl Lamoreau, Jr., Bethel; 
Claire Lary, Willimantic, CT; Douglas Lary, Willimantic, CT; 
Barbara Lawrence, Concord, NH; Dr. Homer E. Lawrence, 
Concord, NH; Linda L. Lehans, Holden, MA; James H. Locke, 
Topeka, KS; Claire T. Loranz, Medway, MA; Roy Lord, Augusta; 
Alfred W. Lovejoy, Traverse City 7 , MI; James R. Lowe, Bethels. 
Rodney C. Lynch, Bethel; Carolyn MacDormand, North Ham t 
ton, NH; Marlene Marshall, Bethel; Stuart F. Martin, Rumford 
Point; Alfaretta M. Mason, Pittsburgh, PA; Charles M. Mason, 
Pittsburgh, PA; Larry Mason, West Peru; Sandra Mason, West 
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Peru; Man' Jane E. McArthur, Sohassett, MA; Kevin Mercer, 
Hyannis, MA; Nancy H. Mercer, Bethel; Caroline O. Merrill, 
Bethel; Jeordie Merrill, Bethel; Ilene F. Miller, McLean, VA; 
Bernard J. Mohr, Portland; Patricia P. Moore, Fresno, CA; 
Herbert Morton III, Andover, MA; John Murphy, Bethel; 
/^^Barbara Mutchler, Bethel; Donald Mutchler, Bethel; Vick)’ 
Myers, Bethel; Edward M. Needham, Gorham; Jean Ness, 
Orono; Norman R. Ness, Jr., Orono; Alec Newell, Geneva, NY; 
Charles W. Newell, Bethel; Andrea Bear Nicholas, Perth 
Andover, NB; Danna B. Nickerson, Bethel; George A. Nicker- 
son, Bethel; John Nowlin, Bethel; Yvonne Nowlin, Bethel; 
Carolyn O’Brien, Bethel; Robert O’Brien, Bethel; Elizabeth 
O’Connor, Mashpee, MA; Joy Olpp, Chatham, NJ; Marvin 
Ouwinga, Bethel; Tineke Ouwinga. Bethel; Jean Owen, Bethel; 
Man- H. Parsons, Ann Arbor, MI; Roberta C. Pevear, Hampton 
Falls, NH; Alice Pollard, New' Braintree, MA; Sallie Pusey, 
Haymarket, VA; Read H. Putnam, Evanston, \YY; Judith L. Ray, 
Austin, TX; Malinda Remington, Bethel; Louise Rice, Bethel; 
William T. Rice, Bethel; Philip W. Richards, Sweden; John V. 
Richardson, Jr„ Athol, MA; Beatrice R. Ritter. Torrington, CT; 
John A. Robbins, Jr., Richmond; Jacklvn C. Roberts, Bethel; Ned 
Robertson, DDS, Cleveland Heights, OH; Edith D. Russell, 
Brownfield; Louretta H. Russell, Goffstown, NH; William J. 
Russell, Goffstown, NH; Ruth Scribner, Buckfield; Irene M. 
Sessions, West Bethel; Charlotte A. Shinn, Hopkins, MN; 
Margaret L. Sibert, Irvington, NY; Ruth Silver, Bethel; Albert C. 
Smith, Cedar Falls, LA; Elizabeth Smith, Bethel; Evelyn Smith, 
South Paris; Helen A. Smith, Cedar Falls, LA; James Smith, South 
Paris; Leslie H. Smith. Bethel; Veronica Smith, Bethel; Gloria 
Snyder, West Bethel; Ronald E. Snyder, West Bethel; Helen Ross 
Staley, Pasadena, MD; Susan B. Strange, Potamac, MD; Glenn E. 
Swan, Mexico; Barbara W. Taliaferro, Englew'ood, FL; Albert H. 
Taylor, Cumberland Center; Arthur R. Taylor, Bethel; Charles I. 
^Thayer, Bangor; Dixie-Lea Thayer, Bangor; Susan Thompson, 
Don Mills, Ont.; Warren Tibbetts, Bethel; Jane M. Tipton, 
Canton, OH; Peter J, Tommila, El Segundo, CA; Barry E. Tracy', 
Richmond; Jane H. VandenKerckhoven, Medomak; Donald B. 
Wales, Salem, OR; Florence M. Walker, Socorro, NM; Lee Whall, 
Salt Lake City, LIT; Ellen Whitney, Bethel; Muriel Whitney, 
Bethel; Richard Whitney, Bethel; Gretchen Wight, Newry; 
Barbara Willard, Ruidoso, NM; John T. Williams, Bethel; 
Dorothy C. Wilson, Orono; Gloria J. Wilson, Bethel; Walter W. 
Wright, Brunswick 

SENIOR 

Roger Adams, Simsbury, CT; Olive Anderson, Newry'; Alberta 
Angevine, Bethel; Ernest Angevine, Bethel; Carroll P. Bailey', 
Lewiston; Elizabeth M. Bailey', Bethel: Kathrym Bailey, Lewiston; 
Dorothy West Bargar, Uhrichsville, OH; Lillian C. Bartlett, 
Bethel; Bessie Bennett, West Peru; Eleanor V. Bestick, Brain- 
tree, MA; Mary Billings, Bry ant Pond; Elizabeth F. Blake, Bethel; 
Carl R. Brooks, West Paris; Lettie D. Brooks, West Paris; Barbara 
H. Brown, Bethel; Marie C. Brown, Bethel; Norris Brown, 
Bethel; Erma Buckley, Gorham, NH; Ethel Burns, Brattleboro, 
VT; Arthur L. Burt, Rockville, MD; Ethel B. Carpenter, West 
Lebanon, NH; Lyndell Carter, Bethel; Richard Carter, Bethel; 
Beverly Cassara, Fairfax, VA; Ernest Cassara, Fairfax, VA; Frank- 
lin S. Chapman, Bethel; Adaline S. Clough, Bethel; Louise B. 
Clough, New' London, NH; Irene M. Cole, Waltham, MA; Mary' 
Cole, Bethel; Edith Coolidge, Bethel; Joan S. Coolidge, Bethel; 
Neva Coolidge, Bethel; Wilfred Coolidge, Bethel; Justine A. 
— Cooper. Longwood, FL; Albert Cotton, Bethel; Ruth Cox, 
iryant Pond; Arthur J. Cummings, Bethel; Ruth H. Cummings, 
Bethel; Alice Davis, Cheshire, MA; Jerrold Davis, Cheshire, MA; 
Mildred Dickson, Dixfield; Phyllis Dock, Bethel; Dorothy D. 
Dorr, West Boothbay Harbor; Elizabeth D. Duplisea, Gray; 
George H. Ellis, Andover; Horton W. Emerson, Jr„ Gorham; 
Ruby Emery', Bryant Pond; Lincoln B. Fiske, Sr„ Bethel; Suzanne 


Fiske, Bethel; Louise Frankly'n, Raymond, NH; Wendell Frank- 
lyn, Raymond, NH; Jane Gibson, West Paris; William H. Gibson, 
West Paris; Arthur Gilbert, West Bethel; Ruth Gilbert, West 
Bethel; Celia Gorman, Bethel; Alice T. Gray’, Portland; Beatrice 
Grover, Bethel; Jean Grover, Locke Mills; Beverly Haines, 
Bethel; Harold E. Hall, Hebron; Charles G. Hamlin, Long- 
meadow, MA; Kathry'n D. Hamlin, Longmeadow', MA; Julie 
Hanson, Rumford; Emeline Heath, Bethel; Charles W. Hersey, 
Rumford Center; Richard C. Hoeh, Bethel; Lucille Holman, 
Dixfield; Lyman Holman, Dixfield; Iva B. Hutchinson, South 
Paris; Mildred Jackson, Bethel; Susan Jackson, Dover, MA; 
Albert E, Judkins, West Peru; Jean Kailey, Amelia Island, FL; Paul 
Kailey', Amelia Island, FL; Alice Kimball, Bethel; Herbert 
Kittredge, Bethel; Ruth Kittredge, Bethel; Thelma Knight, 
Montpelier, VT; Lois Leavitt, Gorham, NH; Reuell Leavitt, 
Gorham, NH; Mary' M. Little, Presque Isle; Betty' M. Lord, Bry ant 
Pond; Roland M. Lord, Bryant Pond; Ruth Lord, Bethel; Stanley 
Lord, Bethel; Emeline Lufkin, Canaan, NH; Eleanor MacMunn, 
Bethel; Harry MacMunn, Bethel; Donald V. Marrer, Penfield, 
NY; Ruth C. McGuyre, Wichita, KA; Mildred McLain, Bethel: 
Paul McMahon, Middletown, RI; W. Patricia McMahon, Middle- 
town, RI; Esther P. Mitchell, Boothbay'; Colista Morgan, West 
Paris; Ruby Mott, Meriden, CT; Dorothy Mulroy, Wellesley, MA; 
Ernest A. Mundt, Bethel; Hazel H. Newell, Locke Mills; Doro- 
thea P. Nielsen, Manchester, CT; Earlon Paine, Bethel; Mary 
Paine, Bethel; Herbert Pollard, New Braintree, MA; Archibald T. 
Post, Bethel; Eunice G. Powell, Hanover; Harold R. Powell, 
Hanover; Avis Rand, Bridgton; Marion Rich, Roanoke, VA; 
Beverly Richards, North Arlington, NJ; Janet Richardson, 
Portland; Vance Richardson, Portland; Lillian A. Rose, Ports- 
mouth, NH; Evelyn F. Row; Aldan, PA; Ruth B. Salo, West Paris: 
Margaret Sawyer, Waterford; Olga Seidensticker, Oak Creek, 
WI; Herbert P. Shirrefs, Spruce Head: Warren D. Stearns, 
Hanover; Marion B. Swan, Mexico; Martha E. Sweatt, Bethel; 
Eunice A, Sysko, Bethel; Sigmund J. Sysko, Bethel; MyTa Cole 
Taranto, Waltham, MA; Alice G. Taylor, Bristol; Mildred C. 
Thomas, Bethel; Althea Tucker, Rumford Point; Clyde C. 
Twitched, Sr., Whitingham, VT; Frances Usenik, Bryant Pond; 
Mary Valentine, Bethel; Arlene Walker, Bethel; Virginia S. 
Weston, Rumford Center; William N. Weston, Rumford Center; 
Barbara L. Wheeler, Bethel; Mary' Wheeler, Bethel; F. Owen 
Wight, Newry; Sue L. Wight, Newry'; Doris F. Wilkins, Clear- 
water, FL; Rev. Elwin L. Wilson, Orono; Robert M. Young, Essex, 
MA 

INDIVIDUAL PREFERENCE 

Sue Farrar, Bethel; Jean Post Lamphear, Riverwoods, IL; Ste- 
phen L. Sessions, Norway; Alan C. Vautrinot, Plymouth, MA; 
Martha P. Vautrinot, Plvmouth, MA 
STUDENT 

Jedd Brown, Bethel; Paige Brown, Bethel; Phoebe Brown, 
Bethel; Adam Chamberlin, Bethel; Joshua Chamberlin, Bethel; 
Zachary Chamberlin, Bethel; Susan Crandall, Bethel; Chris- 
topher Hart, Bangor; Eiranne Hart, Bangor; Nickie Hill, Bethel; 
Alyssa Howe, Bethel; Dustin A. Howe, Bethel; Jennifer Howe, 
Severn, MD; Rebekah Howe, Bethel; Martha Newell, Bethel; 
Kate Nickerson, Bethel; Sarah Vedella, Bethel 
IN MEMORIAM 

Died in Rumford, May 14, 1989, age 97, Ralph Hall, the 
Society’s oldest member. Mr. Hall presided over the Society’s 
first meeting. A generous donor, he was a life and honorary 
member. 

Died in Norway, June 14, 1989, Iva B. Hutchinson, member 
since 1979. 

Died in Norway, June 20, 1989, Edward M. Quinn, former 
president and trustee of the Society and generous donor. Mr. 
Quinn headed the Society’s Building Committee for many 
years. 
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( Gardens, continued from page 1 ) 

A few years later Captain John Smith of Pocahontas fame 
planted a garden on an island off the coast of Maine. Proudly he 
wrote: “I made a garden upon the top of a Rockie Isle ... 4 
leagues from the Main in May, that grew so well, as it served us 
for sallets in June and July.” He goes on to say, as part of his 
effort to encourage his readers to think well of this part of the 
world, that “the soil is so fertil that questionless it is capable of 
producing any grain, fruits, or seeds you will sow or plant .... 
And surely by reason of those sandy cliffes and cliffes of rocks, 
both of which we saw so planted with (Indian) gardens and 
corn fields . . . who can but approve this a most excellent place, 
both for health and fertilitie.” (On these same coastal voyages 
Captain Smith gave the name Strawberry' Bank to the spot 
where Portsmouth now stands. ) 

So from the beginning there has been a tradition of gardening 
in Maine. When the Puritans began to emigrate in substantial 
number in the 17th century, they knew that they faced a 
wilderness where they would have to grow most of their own 
food and other necessities of life as well. Next to a roof, a 
garden was the prime essential. And this absolute need 
determined the kind of gardens grown in Plymouth and rural 
New England. The last thing New Englanders needed were 
so-called “pleasure” gardens — gardens which required meticu- 
lous grooming and tending and which yielded nothing to be 
readily harvested “for meate and medicine.” The requirements 
of the Puritan housewife were (and had to be) the deciding 
factors in the layout of the garden, its location, and what was 
grown in it. Tending the garden was one of the housewife’s 
chief duties, and from the first, gardens in New England were 
planned and planted according to her needs and convenience. 

In rural New England from Colonial times through the first 
half of the 19th century' the form or character of gardens 
changed very little. This we know from pictures, sketches, and 
descriptions in letters and other records. In New England, 
there was no special planting for effect, as there was in the 
South where help was plentiful and circumstances differed. 
Each plant was selected for its usefulness rather than for any 
contribution it could make to over-all landscaping. Gardening 
was a serious matter. Fruit and/or usefulness generally deter- 
mined plant material; few flowers were grown as such. Even the 
rose, as George Herbert tells us, served a medicinal function: 
“What is fairer than a rose? What is sweeter: Yet it purgeth.” 

In general gardens were of the “walk and bed” pattern. The 
beds were generally raised and often varied in size. Family need 
determined what plantings went in what size bed; not infre- 
quently two different plants shared a bed. Large and small, tall 
or low-growing, all plants were planted and grown according 
to the gardener's convenience. Often the beds were edged with 
ribbon-grass, clove pinks, or lavender and although these plants 
might be used as decorative edging, they too had a more 
purposeful use. The walks and paths too were functional. 
Usually they were made of tamped soil and were narrow — just 
wide enough to walk through or to stand on for weeding or 
harvesting. A stone wall and/or wooden fence usually sur- 
rounded the garden, and this too was functional — to give 
protection from animals and also from the wind. An orchard 
frequently adjoined the herb-flower-vegetable-berry' garden. 
Tall trees were generally placed at the outer edge or boundary 
of a property. Foundation plantings did not come into use until 
after the Civil War and marked the first real change in garden 
form. Initially, these took the form of front dooryard gardens 
—flower gardens planted between the house and the street, on 
either side of the front walk and enclosed by a fence. The fence 
usually extended directly from the sides of the house and ran 


straight forward to the very edge of the sidewalk or street. 
These dooryard gardens were in full view of the parlors and of 
people approaching — and were immensely popular. Hardly a 
house did not have its front garden — and white wooden fence, 
picket or otherwise — and even today many houses in Bethel as 
well as in other New England towns, retain remnants of the''*' 
front dooryard plantings — a lilac bush or two, some ros. 
bushes, an oriental poppy, and several clumps of iris. 

Bethel, in its garden practices as in other ways, reflected what 
was going on in the rest of New England. And Bethel, although 
it has never been distinguished as a garden center, has had its 
share of able gardeners and even botanists. Ada Twitchell 
Durell was an excellent gardener and botanist ( the terms are 
not interchangeable and indeed the skills are seldom combined 
in one person). For many years Mrs. Durell’s gardens gave 
beauty and interest to what is now called the Dr. Moses Mason 
House. Fortunately in the restoration Mrs. Durell’s fern garden 
on the north side of the house has been preserved. At one time 
this garden contained all of the ferns native to Oxford County. 
Originally, a wild-flower garden featuring bloodroot, Jack-in- 
the Pulpit, Canadian Mayflower, and other shade-loving natives 
adjoined the fern garden. 

Miss Phoebe M. Buxton, who lived in the house now 
occupied by Barbara Lucas, was a recognized botanist but not a 
gardener. Her cousin Anna Twitchell French was something of 
a botanist and something of a gardener, and the same is true of 
Alice French Smith. Both Mrs. French and Alice knew a great 
deal about plants, both native and non-native, and many of their 
plantings still persist around the old house on Church Street. 

Dr. Nathaniel True was a gardener and fifty' years ago when 
his daughter’s house still stood on the southwest corner of 
Broad Street and Paradise, traces of his garden abounded in the, 
spring when the daffodils were in bloom, and crocus, and tl 
corner by the glassed-in entrance to the back-door ( Dr. True’s 
Greenhouse ) was blue with squill. In the early years of the 20th 
century, Dr. Gehring brought many new trends in gardening to 
Bethel; he created a “rockery” in the best English tradition; he 
naturalized crocus and daffodils throughout the grounds; he 
planted specimen trees here and there for effect and landscape 
value; and planted an allee of spruces fronted on either side by 
an herbaceous border as an approach to a rustic summer house. 

Judge Herrick also was a gardener, both flower and fruit and 
vegetable, as were Fred Merrill and Dr. E. L. Brown. Both 
Eugene (or “Long” Van as he was often called) and Alphonse 
Van Den Kerckhoven were gardeners — A1 Van’s interest were 
primarily peonies and iris — and so was Mr. Hanscom although 
on a more limited scale. Horace Annis for many y'ears head 
gardener at Bethel Inn was a fine all-round plantsman. Mrs. 
Ellery' Park was something of a gardener and for years one of the 
prettiest sights in Bethel in June was the red rambler rose 
blossoming on Mrs. Park’s garden fence. Muriel Park Mason is 
an excellent gardener and as long as she was gardening in 
Bethel her place offered much to see and enjoy throughout the 
season. Pearl Ashby Tibbetts has been gardening on Main Street 
for more than 60 years, and from the first crocus to pumpkins 
on the doorstep at Halloween always has something of color 
and interest. Edith Thurston Brown was a very good gardener, 
and her garden on Lower Main Street, beside the fine old M. L. 
Thurston barn, was for many years one of Bethel’s most 
attractive. It is good to see snowdrops blossoming there besid^^ 
the entrance today. 

In the greater Bethel area also there have been notable 
gardeners. In Locke Mills, Mabel Farrington loved all plants and 
flowers although the pond lily was her favorite. It is to her that 
we owe the first plantings of pond lilies, both white and the 
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colored, in the ponds adjoining that village. And certainly 
among the best if not the best gardener in the area was Mabel 
Abbott in East Bethel. Mabel’s thumb was green clear to her 
shoulder. She knew a great deal about plants, was always very 
particular to grow a good form, and while not deserting the old 
‘■"■S'orites was always interested in trying out new plants. At the 
,d Abbott place up on Swan hill, grape vines and rose bushes 
grew lavishly over stone walls and fences; poppies and peonies 
and lilies and phlox, hollyhocks and golden rod surrounded the 
house; and adjoining the houseplot were orchards and gardens. 
In later years Mabel’s gardens at the farm on the East Bethel 
Road showed the same abundance. Asparagus and rugosa roses 
— and Mabel’s famous “Black rose” — still grow close to the 
road opposite the house; hens and chickens still crowd one 
another around the doorsteps; and along the edge of the road 
by the garden, each year a few self-tended gloriosa daisies still 
call to mind Mabel’s brilliant patch of color. 

NEW LIFE MEMBERS 

LELAND and BARBARA BROWN, Bethel, are 1948 graduates 
of Gould Academy. Mr. Brown is employed by Boise Cascade; 
Mrs. Brown works at Casco Northern Bank. She chairs the 
Society’s Membership Committee and serves on the Endow- 
ment Campaign Committee. EARLENE CHADBOURNE, North 
Saco, is an avid genealogist and the wife of Society life member 
Theodore Chadbourne. RODNEY and ANN HACKWELL, North 
Easton, MA, are retired. He is a 1930 graduate of Gould 
Academy. ALICE L. OYLER, San Clemente, CA, has ties with 
several Bethel families. HELEN ROSS STALEY, Pasadene, MD, is 
a descendant of Rev. Daniel Mason of Bethel. MURRAY and 
CONSTANCE THURSTON, Bethel, live in a new house over- 
looking the mountains. He is president of J. A. Thurston 
/^^ompany, Inc. and she is a guide in the Dr. Moses Mason House 
.useum. 

LAND OF NORUMBEGA SERIES HELD IN BETHEL 

The Bethel Historical Society served as host for the first in a 
series of programs on the Land of Norumbega to be held in 
Bethel. Sponsored by the Maine Library Association and the 
Maine State Library, with funding from the National Endow- 
ment for the Humanities, this public outreach program was 
sponsored locally by the Bethel Historical Society and the 
Bethel Library. Participants were furnished with a number of 
works relating to exploration and settlement in Maine and 
various discussion leaders added their perspective to the series. 



Society Curator of Collections Randall H. Bennett (L) dis- 
cusses with Helen A. Morton of the Society's Art Committee the 
White Mountain painting recently received from the State 
Museum. Photo courtesy of Donald S. Brown. 

SOCIETY ACQUIRES 
WHITE MOUNTAIN PAINTING 

A fine White Mountain landscape depicting an autumn vista 
of Washington and Adams from the Saco River Valley has been 
donated to the Bethel Historical Society. Attributed to the artist 
James William Welch (1827-1895) of Augusta, Maine, and 
New York City, this 1 9th century oil on canvas was presented to 
the Society by the Maine State Museum through the efforts of 
Society Curator Randall H. Bennett and Maine State Museum 
Director Paul Rivard. 

Since Bethel is considered a “White Mountain town” and the 
collections of the Society contain materials relating to Western 
Maine and the White Mountains, the painting is a welcome 
addition to the Dr. Moses Mason House. 

BOOK REVIEW 

MAINE IN THE EARLY REPUBLIC. Edited by Charles E. Clark, 

James S. Leamon & Karen Bowden. (Hanover, NH: Uni- 
versity Press of New England, 1988. Pp. 258. S29 95.) 

Prior to statehood, Maine existed primarily as an outpost of 
Massachusetts. In the twelve essays contained in this book, 
which resulted from the Maine Humanities Council project 
“Maine at Statehood: The Forgotten Years, 1783-1820,” much 
of the period covered by the late Ronald Banks’ seminal work 
MAINE BECOMES A STATE ( 1970) is examined in some detail. 
Essays discussing Maine’s changing landscape, growth of 
towns, urban domestic planning, religious fervor, medicine and 
art are among the subjects discussed in this important book. 
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( Book Review, continued from page 7 ) 

Well-illustrated with a variety of photographs (some in full 
color) of paintings, decorative arts objects and maps, this 
volume extends contemporary understanding of the four 
decades of Maine history since the American War of Indepen- 
dence. During this era, the District’s population more than 
quadrupled; social, political, and economic forces were in 
constant flux. Problems such as deforestation, squatter rebel- 
lions protesting eviction by distant landowners, and political 
strife between the District and its parent state are analyzed. 
Also receiving attention are the innovations and cultural 
developments of the era, ranging from architectural in- 
novations to artistic expressions of gifted settlers. 

The book includes essays by some of the most notable 
contemporary' scholars of Maine’s past and each chapter’s text 
is followed by extensive end notes for those wishing further 
insight into the sources consulted. Readers of the COURIER 
will find of particular interest a discussion of Bethel as an inland 
Maine town, typical of the era. Also included are photos of the 
Chester Harding portrait of Dr. Moses Mason and the original 
plan of the town. 

This is a highly significant book and one that will be of use for 
those interested in Maine’s past before statehood for y ears to 
come. 

SRH 


REFLECTIONS OF A HALF CENTURY 
(continued from the last issue) 

By Leslie E. Davis 

During the summer of 1920 after we finished running the 
sawmill I helped my father with the farm work and at odd times 
I put up a log house on the old cellar foundations at the Eli 
Stearns farm where M. L. Thurston formerly lived and the house 
had burned. We got it closed in but not finished. I believe we 
stayed in it for a little while during the late summer. 

In the fall of 1921, my father decided that he could not 
handle the farm alone after we had talked it all out. I expect it 
was the result of the difference in ages. I was y'oung and rather 
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ambitious and wanted to build a new barn and expand our 
farming activities. He being nearly sixty years old dreaded the 
idea of borrowing money which would have been necessary'to 
do the things I wanted to accomplish. 


1 took over the operation of J. P. Skillings’ birch sawmill again; 
after doing some repair work in October we started sawing 
about the first of November, Clarencejudkins was handling the 
logging job on the old Wilber farm woodlot. We cut and sawed 
about 1000 cords during that winter. Marie ran the mill 
boarding house again. We furnished board and lodging for the 
men for S6 per week. Her brother, Porter, was the fireman and 
engineer at the mill. During one of the sawmill jobs at Skillings 
mill, I accidentally sawed off about half of the forefinger and 
badly injured the lower joint of the middle finger of my left 
hand. I am not sure whether it was the year 1 920 or 1 92 1 , but I 
do remember that it happened on March 20. Earl took me to 
Bethel in his Model T Ford touring car to Dr. I. H. Wight who 
dressed it. Dr. Wight advised taking off the balance of the 
middle finger as the joint was badly mangled, but I persuaded 
him to leave it on and we managed to get a pretty good finger 
out of it. 

( to be continued in the next issue ) 
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